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Sir: 



AMENDMENT pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114 



The following amendments and remarks are filed in response to the Examiner's 
remarks in the Office Action mailed December 4, 2002, the three-month shortened 
statutory period for response to which expired on March 4, 2003. A Request for 
Continued Examination and fee, and a petition and fee for a one month extension of 
time, is included with this amendment. 



In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 6 and 9-16 and substitute the following new claims 17-26 
therefore: 



-17. An isolated nucleic acid molecule comprising at least bases 1864-2064 
of SEQ. ID. No:3 or variants thereof, at least 200 bases of a nucleic acid sequence of 
said variants having at least 95% homology to bases 1864-2064 of SEQ. ID. No:3. 



18. The isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 17, wherein the isolated 
nucleic acid molecule is operably linked to a heterologous nucleic acid sequence. 

19. An expression vector comprising the isolated nucleic acid molecule of 
claim 18. 
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